The World Above 30 MHz 27 September 2026

In the past week ZS1WBT-1 has flown almost due North towards Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands. It then turned East flew at a very leisurely pace to Rennel and Bellona Islands where it made a loop and then picked up speed and turned towards the Vanuatu Island group. At the time of writing the programme it was midway between Vanuatu and the Fiji Islands. All vitals seems to be normal for now.

ZS6WBT-20 has not been heard of since 17 September 2026.

There has been some good Meteor Scatter activity this last week on 6 m. On Sunday, Derek ZS5Y, Pieter V51PJ, Dick ZS6BUN, Charl ZS3K and Mike ZS1TAF were active.
On the Thursday, the public holiday, Dick ZS6BUN, Mike ZS1TAF, Willie ZS2CC, Derek ZS5Y, Andre ZS2ACP, Charl ZS3K and Jan ZS6OB were also active. 

Not only were Meteor Scatter contacts being made, there was also some Tropo contacts that were made. Derek ZS5Y posted a screen shot of the Hepburn chart for Thursday and it showed a large area over the interior coloured dark blue which is marginal, but contacts did get made.
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Hopefully there will again have been good VHF activity this morning.
Well done to everyone who is on 6 m.  It is good to see activity starting to pick up again. It is also a pity that some of the strong stations that previously participated in the VHF / UHF activities are now plagued by noise from solar installations that severely affects their receivers.

Where is the VHF / UHF activity that has been so fantastic along the West Coast in previous years?

A reminder that you can find the Hepburn charts  at https://dxinfocentre.com/tropo.html. Select South Africa in the drop down at the top of the page.

I have seen documentation that development of the ARDOP modem that we have been using extensively in the past, especially with Winlink , is coming to an end. The project will remain stable with no more updates and can still be used.

ARDOP is rapidly being overshadowed by the commercial VARA modem and now the open-source Project Mercury.
Both VARA and Project Mercury use orthogonal frequency-division multiplexing (OFDM), which is the modulation scheme used by our cellphones as well. OFDM allows for much faster speeds when it comes to sending and receiving Winlink messages. VARA is also the modem used with VarAC.
Unfortunately, while VARA and Mercury use the same modulation, they are nor compatible with each other. Mercury is one of the open-source projects being funded by the ARDC.

On the voice side of our hobby, there is also a digital voice mode that is rapidly gaining traction and it is a component of FreeDV. We are talking about RADE that I have mentioned before. On the ARRL website there is an interesting post posing the question :
Will RADE be the next SSB?

It says the following:
“It’s been a half century since single sideband (SSB) supplanted amplitude modulation (AM) as the most popular voice mode on HF, due largely to its spectrum efficiency, occupying roughly half the bandwidth of an AM signal. Now, there’s a new digital voice mode from FreeDV called Radio Autoencoder, or RADE, that occupies half the bandwidth of an SSB signal and reportedly provides more natural-sounding speech. According to Amateur Radio Digital Communications (ARDC), which funded research that advanced RADE’s development, “FreeDV RADE combines machine learning with classical digital signal processing (DSP) and can operate at signal-to-noise ratios (SNRs) as low as -2 dB. Its design also addresses spectrum use, speech quality, and power efficiency, all important considerations for voice communications over HF”.”

https://www.arrl.org/news/view/will-rade-be-the-next-ssb

In this post they are talking about HF, but it is only a matter of time before experiments will be done on the higher frequencies above 30 MHz, and I think there will be some really interesting results.

That is all for this week.

All the links mentioned here can be found in the text version of this program on the https://www.amsatsa.org.za/ website.

How about telling us about that exciting long distance contact that you have made on the VHF and above bands or about that project that you are working on in the VHF and above bands? Send me a consolidated report of your activity or project with any additional photos, audio or video clips to bjacobsza@gmail.com.

Remember by sharing your activities with us, allows us to tell the rest of the amateur community about your achievements and the more we promote the activity on the VHF and above bands the better chance we have of encouraging more amateurs to explore the world above 30 MHz.

This program is compiled, edited and presented for Amateur Radio Today by Brian Jacobs ZS6YZ.
