The World Above 30 MHz 30 August 2026

There is at the moment, only one Southern African Pico Balloon in the air.

ZS6WBT-1 that was launched on 18 August 2026, has progressed well and is currently off the West coast of Chile. 

Pico Balloons have been launched in Southern Africa since May 2025 when ZS6SRC-20 was launched on 24 May 2025. To date according to my records including ZS6WBT-1, there has been a total of 39 balloons launched. This number also includes the balloons launched by the Mauritian Amateur Radio Club.

Quite an achievement, and I am hearing that there are some more launches being planned.

Well done to everyone involved, including the spotters and everyone on the WhatsApp group providing insights and tit bits of interesting information.

Here is a good report sent to me by Kobus ZS6JPY. 
On Wednesday morning the 2m band was wide open. Every morning there is a radio net on the 145.7875 MHz repeater of the Highveld Amateur Radio Club in Johannesburg. 
Rulholf ZS4RM from Bloemfontein joined the net. Everyone thought that he had joined via Echolink, while he was actually connected to the repeater via RF all the way from Bloemfontein.

How was this possible? There is a system set up in Bloemfontein where a VHF radio scans all the repeater frequencies and then when a repeater is heard it locks onto that repeater. This alerted Rulholf and he grabbed the opportunity to be able to talk directly to the repeater in Johannesburg. 
Kobus ZS6JPY who was also scanning the bands picked up the signal directly from Bloemfontein at a S9 signal level at his QTH in Germiston.

The Tropospheric propagation opening lasted from approximately 09:00 to 11:00 local time. 

Kobus urges all amateurs to program all the repeater frequencies, both VHF and UHF in to their radios memory.

Program the VHF repeater frequency pairs from 145.600 MHz to 145.7875 MHz in 12.5 kHz steps and the UHF repeater frequency pairs from 438.650 MHz to 439.425 MHz in 25 kHz steps. The TX/RX frequency split on VHF is -600 kHz and on UHF -7.6 MHz.

After you have programmed your radios then when you are in your shack, let your radios scan the memory frequencies. One never knows when a good long distance propagation opportunity will present itself to be exploited to make a long distance VHF or UHF contact.

Thank you Kobus for this interesting information.

It is very important as well to make some notes about the weather when you make those long distance VHF contacts, both at your QTH and at the QTH of the person that you make contact with.
Over time you will start to see a correlation between the observed weather and RF propagation and you will start to get a feel for when there may be band openings.

I want to leave you this week with a link to a YouTube video by Dave Owen, G3LRC, “Wake Up, Ham Radio — The Revolution Is Already On The Air”. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=THT20svWJYs
This video discusses the disruptive new technologies that are being used in amateur radio that most radio amateurs are missing out on.
These technologies allows for better contacts to be made at less power and under worse signal to noise conditions at a lower cost than ever before. Thanks for the this link being posted on the Centurion Amateur Radio Club’s WhatsApp group by Nico, ZS6BVR.

All the links mentioned here can be found in the text version of this program on the https://www.amsatsa.org.za/ website.

How about telling us about that exciting long distance contact that you have made on the VHF and above bands or about that project that you are working on in the VHF and above bands? Send me a consolidated report of your activity or project with any additional photos, audio or video clips to bjacobsza@gmail.com.

Remember by sharing your activities with us, allows us to tell the rest of the amateur community about your achievements and the more we promote the activity on the VHF and above bands the better chance we have of encouraging more amateurs to explore the world above 30 MHz.

This program is compiled, edited and presented for Amateur Radio Today by Brian Jacobs ZS6YZ.
