The World Above 30 MHz 6 September 2026

Let us start off with an update on the only Southern African Pico Balloon that is currently flying.

ZS6WBT-1 that was launched on 18 August 2026, was at the time of writing this program approximately 570 km off the West Coast of South Africa, more or less in line with Vredendal.

What is interesting is the continuous change in speed of the balloon over the 20 odd days that it has been aloft. Over the last couple of days the speed of the balloon has dropped from over a 100 km/h on Friday to 33 km/h on Saturday afternoon. This change in speed is clearly affected by the weather patterns over the Southern Atlantic at this time of the year.

We are looking forward to see this balloon complete its first circumnavigation of the Southern Hemisphere in the next couple of days.

The VHF/UHF bands have been quite active in the past, and we certainly hope that they can again come to life and attract more amateurs to be active on the bands. Unfortunately a number of the amateurs who have been very active in the past have also become silent keys over the past couple of years.

Dick ZS6BUN, has put up a Diamond X7000 at his Edenvale QTH and was lucky enough to have had a QSO with Leon ZS6LMG the very next morning. Dick has also been running a CW beacon on 1296.200 MHz, but there has been very little reports of the beacon being heard so far.

Earlier in August Kobus ZS6JPY also did a crossband experiment between 1296 MHz and the 438.700 MHz repeater on the East Rand.

Equipment for the VHF and lower UHF bands up to 70cm are readily available, although now days SSB radios tend to be scarce and most modern radios are FM radios. 

Radio equipment that can cover the higher bands are unfortunately scarce and will still cost you an arm and a leg, and you would need to build or buy a longer YAGI antenna or even a dish to give you more gain and possibly invest in an amplifier as well. 

All is however not lost, and with the advent of the SDR radios, it should be a lot easier and cheaper to get on the air on the bands above 30 MHz. 

Some examples of SDR tranceivers are:
The ADALM-Pluto that can transmit and receive from 325 MHz to 3.8 GHz. 
The bladeRF 2.0 SDR Transceiver that covers 47MHz to 6GHz. 
The HackRF One that covers 1 MHz to 6 GHz.

Then there is already open source software available that can be used to control your SDR radio.

One most recent example that I found while researching for today’s program is SDR OXIDE which is “A powerful SDR transceiver client with a GPU panadapter, dual VFOs, neural noise reduction, built-in skimmers, a full stack of digital modes, Winlink radio email, 868 MHz sensor decoding, hands-free satellite operation and a live 3D space-weather globe — running native on Linux, macOS & Windows, or streamed to any browser.”

Take a look at https://sdroxide.com/ 

If you have watched the video that I mentioned at the end of the  program last week you will realise where I am going.

There is no limit to what we can do if we just think out of the box.
Move out of that comfort zone and start experimenting!

All the links mentioned here can be found in the text version of this program on the https://www.amsatsa.org.za/ website.

How about telling us about that exciting long distance contact that you have made on the VHF and above bands or about that project that you are working on in the VHF and above bands? Send me a consolidated report of your activity or project with any additional photos, audio or video clips to bjacobsza@gmail.com.

Remember by sharing your activities with us, allows us to tell the rest of the amateur community about your achievements and the more we promote the activity on the VHF and above bands the better chance we have of encouraging more amateurs to explore the world above 30 MHz.

This program is compiled, edited and presented for Amateur Radio Today by Brian Jacobs ZS6YZ.
